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portance, also, as disclosing his opinions of the Government he was so soon to encounter and his convictions that unrestrained liberty must result in despotism.
"You have observed the storm which has been long gathering in Paris/' continues Marshall. "The thunderbolt has at length been launched at the heads of the leading members of the legislature & has, it is greatly to be fear'd, involved in one common ruin with them, the constitution & liberties of their country. . . . Complete & impartial details concerning it will not easily be obtained as the press is no longer free. The journalists who had ventured to censure the proceedings of a majority of the directory are seized, & against about forty of them a sentence of transportation is pronounced.
"The press is plac'd under the superintendence of a police appointed by & dependent on the executive. It is supposed that all private letters have been seiz'd for inspection.
"From some Paris papers it appears, that on the first alarm, several members of the legislature attempted to assemble in their proper halls which they found clos'd & guarded by an arm'd force. Sixty or seventy assembled at another place & began to remonstrate against the violence offer'd to their body, but fear soon dispersed them.
"To destroy the possibility of a rallying point the municipal administrations of Paris & the central administration of the seine were immediately suspended & forbidden by an arr&te of the directoire, to assemble themselves together.